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His LSE Patriots, like the falſe Mother, 
who applied to Solomon for Juſtice, 
impudently lay Claim to, and pretend more 
than ordinary Regard for, their Country, 
and that from the moſt wicked and ſelfiſh 
Motives ; who, rather than their ambi- 
tious views ſhould be cut ſhort, and their 
vile reſtleſs Paſſions go ungratified, will 
cruelly divide, and to the utmoſt of their 
Power bring it to Diſtreſs, in Hopes, ſome 
how or other, to be Gainers by their a- 
trocious, diſcordant Meaſures. But true 
Patriots, like the true Mother, will rather 
forego their private Right, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, than ſecure it by Means which muſt 
divide it, and bring Calamity to their 
Country; who being under the Influence 
B of 
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of generous, benevolent Principles, will in 
no Caſe ſeek their own Advantage to the 
Prejudice and Diminution of public Wel- 
fare; and as the meaneſt Apprehenſion 
may clearly perceive, that Faction and Diſ- 
cord introduce the greateſt of Evils into 
a State, and that a Kingdom long divided 
againſt itſelf cannot ſtand ; therefore the 


real Patriot will uſe his utmoſt Efforts to 


ſupport national Peace and Tranquillity ; 
and if Male-adminiſtration ſhould at any 
Time come under his Notice, tho' to him 
deteſtable, yet he will by fair Remon- 
ſtrance; not ſeditious ſcurrility ; by can- 
did active ſcrutiny ; not virulent Detrac- 
tion; endeavour to detect ſuch as are 


concern'd therein; and by the moſt con- 


ciliating, ſalutary Methods, remove the 
Grievances of his Country. Envy and 
Detraction are inſeparable, ſo that on 
whomſoever the former fixes its Eye, the 


latter inſtantly opens its Mouth, and 


with hateful Virulence utters every Thing 
which can be vilely ſuggeſted, in order 
to render their Object odious to Mankind. 

In all Ages and Reigns theſe luciferian 
Paſſions have, more or leſs, infeſted and 
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diſturb'd private as well as public Life; 
and with great Truth and much Regret it 
may be obſerv'd, that the Turbulency and 
Faction of our Times have had their Riſe 
and Continuance from theſe reſtleſs, flagi- 
tious Aﬀections. O Patriotiſm! how often 
of late has thy ſacred Name been proſti- 
tuted, and affix d to Deeds and Meaſures 
which thou muſt with virtuous Indignation 
diſclaim! O amiable and bleſſed Liberty (in 
which religious, civil, and virtuous Free- 
dom 1s implied) how ſtrangely art thou 
abaſed and abaſh'd by the unparallell'd 
Impudence of One who 1s a notorious In- 
cendiary, a ſcurrilous Author, an Editor 
of Blaſphemy, and yet, who arrogates the 
Honour of being thy only Patron ! Pub- 
hſh it not in Gath, nor tell it in the Streets 
of Aſkelon. If Scurrility and Sedition con- 
ſtitute a Patriot, ſurely Mr Wilkes may 
be allowed the moſt meritorious one ſince 
the tumultuous Days of Jack Straw and 
Wat. Tyler ; having male-treated the beſt 
and moſt lenitive of Sovereigns, ſet Sub- 
Jet againſt Subject; and to evince the 
Goodneſs of his Heart and Delicacy of 
his Manners, he has ſcatter'd, indiſcrimi- 
B 2 nately, 
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nately, on at leaſt a Million of our nor- 
thern Fellow- ſubjects, the moſt irritating 
Reproach, and virulent Calumny. 

It is at all Times, and in all Places, 
no leſs rade than unphiloſophical to re- 
proach any Man, or Number of Men, on 
Account of Locality of Birth. If Men 
are to be deem'd. worthy or unworthy ac- 
cording to the Fertility or Sterility of 
their native Country, then Savages and 
Hottentots muſt be preferable to Britons ; 
as they are born in Countries of a far 
more rich and prolific Soil than can be 
found in any Part of Great Britain. And 
on the other Hand, Danes, Swedes, Swiſs, 
&c. mult be eſteemed mean, vile, and de- 
ſpicable ; becauſe their Countries are bar- 
ren and mountainous, Advantages of 
Birth are the abſolute Allotments of Pro- 
vidence, concerning which we are entirely 
paſſive, and in no Way inſtrumental ; and 
therefore act a very irrational and un- 
grateful Part whenever we revile and in- 


ſult others becauſe of their being born in 


2 Country, and in Circumſtances leſs fa- 


yourable than our own. How pardonable 


ſuch Conduct may be in the unthinking 
Many, 


the. # xy a, _— 


1 


Many, it is certainly highly culpable in 
one who claims the Attention of the Pub- 
lic, and ſets up for the Patron of national 
Liberty! But from ſuch a Patron, Good 
Lord, deliver us. 

Reproachful Epithets, and ſcurrilous 
national Diſtinctions are the ſure Marks 
of a vitiated ſeditious Mind, and ſo in- 
compatible with Patriotiſm, as to be en- 
tirely ſubverſive of it, by inflaming the 
Minds, and diſuniting, in the moſt antipa- 
thizing Manner, the Hearts and Affections 
of the Community; and as Mr W. has diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in this deteſtable Species 
of inflammatory Writing, he may well be 
deem'd the preſent prime national Incen- 
diary; but ſuch is the falſe Judgment of 
the infatuated Multitude, that they ſet him 
up, and revere him as a meritorious Pa- 
triot! In this, indeed, the aſſuming Pa- 
triots of our Times, behave much like the 
holy Governors of the Romiſh Church, 
who never fail to canonize that Man for 
a Saint who has been zealouſly wicked in 
deſtroying and ruinating thoſe of a dif- 
ferent Perſuaſion, under the Pretext of ſup- 
porting and advancing theirs : For, if Cru- 
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elty and Perſecution are conſiſtent with 
meek, merciful Chriſtianity, why may not 
Riots, rageous Abuſe, and vile Scurrility 
cordially agree with benign, benevolent 
Patriotiſm ? 
_ Moſt true it is, that when the Mul- 
titude are once gain'd, and fomented by 
any Leader, they are caſily incited to 
what they at firſt never intended ; and 
to follow him blindly and furiouſly thro' 
all his Meanders, tho' their Paſhons and 
Views be all the While quite different 
from his. His Buſineſs is to make them 
believe (nor is it a hard Taſk) that he has 
no Deſign nor Intereſt but theirs, till at 
laſt they ſacrifice all for his Intereſt a- 
gainſt their own: For they therefore be- 
heve him a Patriot, becauſe they ſee him 
angry and oppoling ; a very falſe Rule to 
go by; but the Populace ſeldom have 
any truer. The falſe and true Patriots, 
an all their Efforts, propoſe one and the 
fame End, i. e. the Good of the Public; 
and are only to be diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Means they take in order to attain that 
propoſed End. 
As the good and yirtuous Patriot is in- 
fluenced 
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fluenced by generous benevolent Principles, 
ſo his Actions will be altogether uniform, 
and correſpond with theſe ſocial Principles. 
Rage, Riot, Malice, Falſhood, and Scurrility 


will be the Deteſtation of his Soul; bat on 
the other Hand, theſe will be the very En- 


gines by which the falſe Patriot will act, as 
being the fitteſt Tools to accompliſh his 
own Ends; but not the Good of the Public: 
For, having neither Worth, Honour, nor 
Honeſty of his own, he will, with wicked 
Aſſiduity, endeavour to vilify and blacken 
thoſe who have, if they ſtand in his Way; 
and ſo raiſe his own Credit, by defaming 
and ſinking the Reputation of all whom 
he envies: But were the Populace more 
diſcerning, and leſs credulous, theſe vile 
prepoſterous Meaſures could never fuc- 
ceed ; but ſo it is, that they generally 
do; and among the many who have ob- 
tain'd the Favour of the Multitude by de- 
tractive, ſcurrilous, defamatory Means, 
tew have ſucceeded in ſo very an extra- 
ordinary Manner as Mr Wilkes ; and the 
only Reaſon which can be aſſign'd why 
he has thus ſucceeded, is that of his hav- 
ing out-done all others in Falſhood, Ca- 

lumny, 
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lumny, and mean Abuſe, as his inimitable 
North-Briton (in all its Numbers) ſuffici- 
ently evidences. | 


The Union of England and Scotland, 
was eſteem' d by our beſt Patriots and 


ableſt Politicians, to be the nobleſt civil 
Affair that ever was brought about in 


Queen Ann's or any other Reign; as the 
Scots by their Vicinity and Bravery were 
the only People we had moſt Reaſon either 
to love or fear; ſeeing their Situation and 
Intrepidity qualify'd them to do us the 
greateſt Evil or the greateſt Good, But 
now being united by the beſt Policy to our 
mutual Advantage, we may be allowed 
modeſtly to ſay, none can harm us, un- 
leſs we. are disjoin'd in our Affections, 
from whence Animoſities, Riots, and In- 
ſurrections naturally proceed, which ren- 
der the wiſeſt political Engagements of no 
Effect, and if carried high, may poſſibly 


terminate in a Diſſolution of that national 


Union, which (if ſupported by Unanimity) 
is the chiefeſt Security to each other, and 
the greateſt Terror and Offence to our fo- 
reign Enemies; and therefore we ought to 
be zealouſly careful to cultivate national 

Tran- 
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Tranquillity, and wiſely reflect, that there 
is a neighbouring ambitious State which 
views us with a jealous Eye, and which 
is ever ready to ruin and enſlave whom- 
ſoever it is able to overcome, as the re- 
cent Conqueſt of Corſica does clearly evi- 
dence. As a ſincere Lover of my Coun- 
try, I hope, that ſuch an unhappy Dit- 
junction will never happen; and am fully 
perſuaded that no true Patriot, no good 
judicious Subject either on the South or 
North-ſide of Tweed doth wiſh it may ever 
happen; but no Thanks to the peſtilential, 
and ſo much 1idohz'd Mr Wilkes that it 
has not already happen'd, who, by a Tor- 
rent of the fouleſt Scurrility, and irrita- 
ting Calumny, has done all in his Power 
to ſtimulate and rouſe the Paſſions of the 
North-Britons, and render them hideous 
and deteſtible to thoſe of the South, even 
at a Time, when they were unanimouſly 
loyal to their Prince, and who had but 
a very little While before, fought in a 
very fignalizd Manner for the Honour 
and Intereſt of Great-Britain. Could fuch 
Treatment proceed from Patriotiſm ? Im- 


C poſ- 
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poſſible; but moſt certainly from invete- 
rate Malice, and odious Ingratitude. 
The French formerly prov'd themſelves 
much more honourable, and far better Poli- 
cians, and do at all I imes act more con- 


fiſtently with national Preſervation than the 


fam'd Mr W. and his patriotic Abettors; 
who, when the Scots were their Allies, 
uſed to diſtinguiſh them with the higheſt 
Marks of Honour and Eſteem, by natu- 
ralizing and ennobling their great Men, 
and giving them Hlaces of Emolument, 
and granting the whole Nation Immuni- 
ties in Trade beyond all other Foreigners 
whomſoever; nay, ſo much were they 
careſs d and held in high Reſpect for their 
Fidelity and Bravery, that the Scots alone 
were continued for ſome Centuries to be 
the Life-guards of their Sovereign. Thus 
were the Scots honour'd and rewarded tor 
their faithful Attachment and perſonal 


Worth; and this is the Way in which all 


good Citizens and true Patriots eſtimate 
and diſtinguiſh the Friends to, and wor- 
thy Members of, a Community; and this 
is the very Way in which God himſelf 

judges 
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judges and diſcriminates the whole human 


Race; 1. e. according to their good or evil 
Actions; but not according to Locality of 


Birth and adventitious Circumſtances. 


To praiſe and revile Men for what they 
had neither Will nor Power to bring abour, 
nor prevent, argues a baſe Partiality, a 
rude and ſtupid Exerciſe of Judgment ; 
and is a fertile Source of unjuſt Reproach 
and miſchievous Arrogance in a mixt Com- 
munity ; is altogether inconſiſtent with 
Peace, Unanimity, and good Order, and 
conſequently, diametrically oppoſite to true 
Patriotiſm. "6 

Similar to what is now recited of the 
French, was the truly grateful and pa- 
triotic Behaviour of the Citizens of Dant- 
zick, when they were cloſely and ſtrongly 
beſieged by the Poles, who intended to 
bring them under their ſervile Yoke; but 
by an encloſed Number of valiant Scots, 
led on by one of the noble Family of 
Douglas, who, with aſtoniſhing fearleſs 
Ardor, ſallied out upon the Beſiegers, put 
them to Flight, raiſed the Siege, and ſo 
ſaved the City from tyrannical Vaſlalage, 
The Dantzickers thoroughly ſenfible of 
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this glorious Deliverance, and the great 
Merit of their heroic Deliverers, call'd the 
Street from which they iſſued out, Scot- 
land, and placed the Arms of that King- 
dom over the Gate; and granted the Scots 
the Privilege of being Freemen ever after, 
and a perpetual Exemption from all Du- 
ties in their Commerce with that opulent 
City. 

To theſe diſtinguiſhed and indubitable 
Proofs of honourable Reſpect ſhewn to the 
Scots, I ſhall add a brief Remark made 
by the, celebrated Puffendorf, concerning 
their magtial Character, in his Hiſtory of 
Europe, © The Scots, ſays he, when a 
diſtinct Kingdom, were eſteem'd the bett 


Soldiers in Europe, (and conſequently the 


beſt in the World) but ſince Oliver Crom- 
well's Time, and their being united with 
England, their Name has fallen into Ob- 
{curity.” Thus the Scots by the nati- 
onal Union, and by being blended with 
the Englith in moſt of their valorous At- 
chievments are indiſcriminated, ſo that 
whatever is performed by both in Junc- 
tion, goes under the Name of the Latter, 


or that of Britons ; and the Scots thereby 
have 
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have loſt their Name in the. Annals of 
Fame; and as this brave and martial Peo- 
ple are equally deſerving of Fame with 
ourſelves, our Fellow-ſubjects, and yet un- 
diſtinguiſh'd in what is deem'd great and 
honourable, and this by them made no 
Matter of Complaint or Regret, do they 
not then monſtrouſly and ungratefully de- 
viate from the generous Inſtances of po- 
litical Reſpect above ſpecified, as well as 
ſhamefully oppoſe and violate the Rules of 
Benevolence, Good-breeding and true Po- 
licy, who diſcriminate the Scots by ſcur- 
rilous Reproach, and aggravating Infamy ? 
Such Treatment is utterly inconſiſtent with 
the improved Genius and truly grateful 
Spirit of genuine, judicious Engliſhmen ; 
therefore the diſingenuous Mr Wilkes, and 
thoſe who eſpouſe and approve of his ſcur- 
rilous and ſeditious Publications, ought 
to be look'd upon, and regarded as a ſpu- 
rious, degenerate Offspring, as national 
Diſturbers, and the turbulent Peſts of civil 
Society. 

Saluſt juſtly obſerv'd to Julius Cæſar, 
That a vicious Man is qualify'd by his 
Life, Manners and Diſpoſition, to fall in 

with 
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with, and promote any Evil Defign ;” and 
if it be aſk'd why Mr Wilkes took up 
the Pen of Calumny, and exerciſed it with 
ſuch ſcandalous Inveteracy againſt the Go- 
vernment and the Scots, the trueſt and beſt 
Reaſon which can be given, is at Hand; 
viz. becauſe a certain Nobleman of Scots 
Extraction (but Engliſh-born, and in a 
high Office of State) was ſuppoſed to be 
inſtrumentally concern'd in preventing this 
worthy Gentleman (whom Vice and Extra- 
vagancy had made poor) from having a lu- 
crative Employment under the Government, 
which he had apply'd for.“ Upon this Diſ- 
appointment, Revenge, Envy, and Malice 


inſtantly influenc'd his Head and Heart, 


fo that he, as it were, inſtantaneouſly com- 
menc'd an alarming zealous Patriot, by 
Force of their Dictates; and to render the 
Sincerity of his Pretenſions indiſputable, 
reviles, reproaches, and vilifies all in Place; 
becauſe he was not admitted into Place.— 
The Miniſtry then, in his Style, were hor- 
ribly 

* It Mr W. denies what is ſaid to be the true Cauſe 
why he commenc'd an inveterate Scurriliſt, &c, it be- 
hoves him to aſſign a truer, And to ſmooth the Aſperity 


of his immoral Character, let him try if he can produce 
a good Reaſon for his acting miſchievouſly and wickedly. 
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ribly corrupted ; without Honour, Ho- 
neſty, or Capacity ; but particularly the 
Miniſter, who (as he apprehended) had 
obſtructed his healing Views; againſt him 
his moſt powerful Batteries of invidious 
Detraction were raisd, and the Scots 
(whom he miſchievoully inſinuated were 
favour'd by him) became the only Butt 
of his foul Scurrility ; nay, even good 
Majeſty itſelf muſt have ſome Beſpatter- 
ings of his obloquy, and we may well 
preſume, for this very ſiniſter Reaſon, be- 
cauſe its lucrative golden Beams were not 
vouchſafed to ſhine forth on; and cheriſh 
and ſupport his prodigal Vices. 

Thus from ſordid private Pique, and 
from the vileſt Paſhons which agitate the 
human Heart, Wilkes's glorious Spirit of 
Liberty and Patriotiſm deriv'd its Exiſ- 
tence ; a Spirit (in the ſtricteſt and moſt 
literal Senſe) that was conceiv'd in Sin, 
and brought forth in Iniquity. 

A vicious, volatile Man is ever reſtleſs, 
and perniciouſly buſy in every Station of 
Life; and, if in Want, will ſtop at no 
Means nor Meaſures to remove it. Thus 
Mr Wilkes thro' Voluptuouſneſs and Pro- 


fligacy 
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fligacy had miſerably reduced his Finan- 
ces, the Government would not grant him 
a Place to repleniſh them ; his Appetites 
ſtrong, pungent, and clamorous to be ſa- 
tisfied, and yet quite unable to gratify » 
them; thus fituated, thus enſlav'd, thus 
impuls'd, what could an indigent vici- 
ous Man do better than to enliſt on that 
Side which would beſt anſwer his diſſolute 
needy Condition ? And ſurely it muſt be 
granted, that in this Reſpect, he has in 4 
a very extraordinary Manner obtain'd his 1 
End ; ſeeing the Party to whom he 15 en- 
gaged are now rearing him up a Fortune 
for his late litigious Vices, in Lieu of that 
which his former debauch'd Vices had 
batter'd down. O diſtreſſed Virtue! when 
and where wilt thou meet with ſuch heal- 

ing Aſſiſtance and cordial Friend{hip ? 
Not any Thing can more indicate a deliri- 
ous, deprav'd, and beſotted Judgment, than 
to believe that the Evils and Miſconduct of 
Government can be either remov'd or rec- 
tify'd by a vicious indigent Regulator: 
This were to believe that Tartarus may 
conceive and bring forth Elyſium, or that 


the wickedeſt immoral Agent is capable of 
per- 
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performing the moſt pure and virtuqus 
Actions. — Wilkes and Liberty! Strange 
unallied Connection ! Popular Propriety 
with a Witneſs. Wilkes the Support of 
national Liberty! A blundering dangerous 
Aſſertion, and which is in Effect to ſay, 
That groſs Licentiwuſneſs is the Support of 
religious and civil Government, -Confufton 
that of Order, Di/cord that of Unanimity, 
Scurrility that of Urbanity, Rebellion that 
of Loyalty, Vice that of Virtue, and, in a f 
Word, that any Thing which is the De- | 


ſtruction of another, is the Support of | 
" that which it deſtroys; and in this pre- | 
4 poſterous Senſe only can it be with Truth | 
4 and Safety aſſerted, that Wilkes is the 5 


Support of Liberty. 


Civil Liberty ſeems to be nothing leſs | 
| than the free Enjoyment of ſuch Articles 
b as the Community have agreed to, and 
I eſtabliſhed by Laws for the common Be- a 
g nefit and Preſervation of the Whole; and | 
1 our ſubmitting to, or diſobeying of which 
A Laws, is that ſurely, which makes us ei- 
3 ther good or bad Citizens; and ſo far as 


theſe Laws correſpond with good Morality | 
and the Will of God, our Attachment 
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to, or Deviation from, denominates us e1- 
ther worthy or unworthy, virtuous or vi- 
cious Members of Society, and we- be- 
come Objects of Rewards and Puniſhments 
accordingly. 

To whomſoever the Execution of our 
Laws are committed, they are our Go- 
vernors, and according to the right or 
wrong Exerciſe of the Power they are 
entruſted with, their Government 1s to be 
eſteem'd good or bad, wiſe or fooliſh, up- 
right or corrupt. 

That national Liberty now 15, and has 
been ſince his Gracious Majeſty's Acceſſion 


to the Throne (notwithſtanding what loud- 


mouth'd Faction roars out to the contrary) 
as extenſive as ever it was known to be 
in any former Reign; and that his Go- 
vernment has been, and ſtill is, as faith- 


ful, mild, and regular as any preceding 


one, may be eaſily evinc'd ; nor can the 
rejecting of inglorious Wilkes (that nati- 
onal Firebrand) as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, nor ſearching for, and ſeizing him 


by Dint of a general Warrant, give juſt 


Cauſe to denominate the Miniſtry either 
weak, arbitrary, or corrupt ; but on the 
con- 


8 


rCsoal A 
i 2 N 8 _ Tx” * LIP a = _ "EF * " 
. 1 3 . ä 


* 2 n 
1 
2 an 
— ; 


WW 
WF r 


. Os 1 2 
Bans 


( 21 ) 
contrary (if judiciouſly and calmly ſcann'd) 
theſe very Procedures will prove them to 
have been the ſteady Friends and active 
Guardians of their Country's Welfare, Dig- 
nity, and Peace: For, as Mr Wilkes had by 
his inflammatory ſeditious Publications in- 
cens'd and enrag'd the Nation, and there- 
by ſet Subject againſt Subject vilely at- 
pers'd the Miniſtry, and had thrown out 
ſuch malignant Inſinuations as might beſt 
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E {erve to alienate the Hearts of Subjects 
3 from the beſt of Sovereigns, and all this 
N done in the moſt avow'd, open, inſolent, 
"4 and audacious Manner: Thus provok d, 


I thus inſulted, and the Honour of his Ma- 
3 jeh, and the Tranquillity of. the Nation 
4 deeply and dangerouſly concern'd, did it | 
F not therefore on theſe very alarming and 
affecting Accounts, highly become the Go- | 
Y vernment to ſeize and ſecure by the ſpee- 
3 dieſt and moſt effectual Means, the miſ- 
* chievous Author of ſo much public Diſ- 
1 order and national Calamity? And the 
more eſpecially, as there was great Cauſe 
to ſuſpect, that as he who had ſo openly 
and profuſely thrown about the Firebrands 


of Sedition, might have Matter of a ſtill 
D 2 more 
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more combuſtible and treacherous Nature 


reſery'd in private, which dilatory Mea- 
ſures might have given him Time to con- 
ceal or play off as it beſt ſuited his de- 
teſted Purpoſes. 

Had this Procedure made good the 
very reaſonable Suſpicion here intimated, 
the Mode of Arreſt (I preſume) would 
have been ſtrictly legal, and as it fail'd, 
it ought rather to be deem'd a temporary 


Expedient than an arbitrary Stretch, be- 


cauſe the Peace and Happineſs of the Com- 


munity were intended by it, and becauſe 
the Perſon proceeded againſt was a noto- 
rious peſtilential Offender. 

As the beſt of human Laws are falli- 
ble, and fo circumſcribed as not to be 
fufficient to prevent every poſhble Evil 
that may ariſe in a State, and if in ſome 
Caſes of Exigency, this Deficiency 1s made 
up by an honeſt Exertion of theſe in Power, 
in that which is manifeſtly (or may be 
clearly explain'd) for the Good of the Pub- 
lic, ſuch Exertion is a ſalutary Diſpen- 
ſation of Power, and not an Abuſe of 
it. But ſuch is the baſe Partiality of fac- 


tious Party, that they never put a good 
Con- 
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Conſtruction on the Meaſures of Miniſters 
whom. they envy (however conſiſtent with 
Truth, and the Welfare of the Public) 
if a bad one can be invented, tho ac- 
companied with palpable Marks of Ma- 
lice and Falſhood; and it is from this 
horrid miſchievous Source of wicked in- 
flammatory Cenſure that the moſt of our 
national calamitous Diviſions proceed. 

Of all the Meaſures taken to ſupport 
national Diſord, none ever reflected more 
deſerv'd Diſhonour on any Party aſſuming 
the Name of Patriots, or more evidently 
could give Proof of the Want of moral 
Sentiment and a Senſe of political Dignity 
and Happineſs, than that of chuſing Mr 
Wilkes for a Repreſentative, and making 
his Excluſion from the honourable Houſe 
of Commons a capital Article of Grie- 
vance. Loudly and vexatiouſly have they 


_ declaim'd againſt the Miniſtry, as con- 


fiſting of Perſons of irregular Lives, cor- 
rupt Principles, and ſhamefully deprav'd, 
and therefore, ſay they, unfit to govern, 
&c. But, how ſtrangely incompatible are 
theſe patriotic Declaimers with their own 
Declamation, by preferring, and, as it were, 
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even idolizing a Perſon gigantic in Vice, 
and whoſe Life and Manners were a Scan- 
dal to Society, and which have been the 
Cauſe of manifeſt accumulative Injuries to 
the Community ? 

That wiſe and good Men are the fitteſt 
to execute Laws, muſt be granted ; and 
as the Wiſe and Good are the fitteſt to 
execute Laws, ſurely it muſt be granted 
alſo, that ſuch only are fitteſt to make 
Laws ; of which very honourable and ca- 
pable Sort of Legiſlators Mr Wilkes is un- 
doubtedly the very Reverle, being deſtitute, 


abſolutely deſtitute both of Property and 


good Principles, and confequently he is 
entirely diſqualify d to be a Conſtituent 
of the Legiſlature, even upon the ſame 
Principles of Reaſoning which our puri- 
tanical Oppoſers urge againſt the Conti- 
nuation of corrupt or incapable Miniſters. 
And it ſhould be further obſerv'd, that 
the King has as indubitable a Right (by 
the Conſtitution) to chuſe his Miniſters, 


as the People have to chuſe their Repre- 


ſentatives; and if thro' a fallible Choice 
(which the beſt and wiſeſt of Princes are 


liable to make) they prove unfit to go- 
vern, 
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vern, and ought to be remov'd ; it ſurely 


as neceſſarily follows, that a flagrant De- 
linquent, incapacita d as juſt now recited, 
whom the People have choſen for their 
Repreſentative (through a vitiated corrupt 
Choice) ought likewiſe to be rejected? The 
Expulſion therefore of Mr Wilkes from 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, clear- 
ly evinces, that the worthy Members had 
a proper Senſe of the Nation's Honour 
and Welfare, and of their own Dignity, 
by excluding one, from whom nothing 
could be expected but Tumult, Diſcord, 
and furious Animolity, and by the doing 
of which they were ſtrongly authoriz'd by 
Law, Precedent, and Reaſon, and conſe- 
quently will obtain the Applauſe and Ap- 
probation of all diſcerning good Men ; and 
tho' at preſent wrong Perceptions and vi- 
olent deſtructive Paſſions to a great and 
dangerous degree prevail, yet, 'tis to be 
hoped, that right Diſcernment and ſociable 
Affections will ere long take Place, and 
at laſt happily triumph. It is falſe and 
iniquitous to aſſert, as many do, who 
know better, that the People are abſolutely 
free to chuſe whomſoever they will for 


Re- 


| 
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Repreſentatives, and therefore are to be 


admitted into Parliament when choſen by 
a Majority, &c. To tell the People they 


are abſolutely free, is the baſe Artifice 


of the factious and ſeditious, who by in- 
ſtilling falſe Notions work them up to their 
own vile Purpoſes, and / thereby draw the 
unwary, unthinking Multitude to ſupport 
and promote Meaſures deſtructive of their 
own and their Country's Welfare. | 
Abſolute Freedom implies no Law, no 
Government, which (to fallible Agents 
powerfully ſtimulated by ſelfiſh -Paſſions) 
inſtead of being a Bleſſing, would be a 
Curſe ; ſeeing from thence horrid Diſor- 
ders and deſtructive Miſchief muſt neceſ- 
farily proceed; to prevent which Mankind 
have wiſely chuſed to form themſelves into 
Communities, and circumſcrib'd their Free- 
dom by Laws for the Sake of Rectitude 
and Self- preſervation; ſo that our Conſti- 
tution of Government (which upon the 


Whole is allow'd to be the happieſt and 
beſt upon Earth) has put our Liberty un- 


der many judicious Regulations and Re- 
ſtraints, inſomuch, that what we call the 


free Sufſrage of the People is under Re- 


ſtrictions, 


* 
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ſtrictions, and is to be given as the Law 
preſcribes, and therefore it is, that we 
have no authoritative Liberty (for Inſtance) 
by our preſent Conſtitution, to chuſe a 
Repreſentative of no Religion, or any other 
Religion than that by Law eſtabliſh'd, 
and as we are not authoriz'd to chuſe 
one but who is of the eſtabliſh'd church, 
ſurely then it is as manifeſt as is the ſun 
when in its meridian Splendor, that we 
are in no Degree legalliz'd to ele one for 
a Repreſentative, who has by his immoral 


blaſphemous Publications evinc'd himſelf 


an ANTICHRISTIAN and of no Religion, 
and for which he has been juſtly con- 
demn'd and impriſon'd by his Country. 
Ought they, or can they be eſteem'd 
Lovers of Virtue, Religion, or civil Go- 
vernment, or their Country, who patronize 
a Perſon of the vileſt and moſt diſſo- 
lute Principles; One who glories in Diſ- 


cord, and exults in Iniquity ? Can Mr 


Wilkes be a Friend of any other Specie 
of Liberty than that which 1s to be found 


in thoſe ſable Regions, where hideous miſ- 


rule, tumultuous Rage, and alarming Cla- 
E mour 
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mour prevail; and where wicked licenti- 
ous Spirits are doom'd to refide? 

Is he fit to be a Conſtituent of the Le- 
giſlature whom Vice has bankrupted, and 
who has groſsly violated the Laws of the 
Community both ſacred and civil; and 
whoſe chiefeſt Talent is that of ſubvert- 
ing Peace, and promoting Uproar ; and 
who has no other Way to recommend 
himſelf but by aſperſing and depreciating 


thoſe whoſe Virtues incur his Hatred and 


Diſguſt, and which would be his greateſt 


Honour to imitate ? 
If a Part is taken for the Whole, ſhall 


we not appear in the Eyes of the World 


to be a Nation of jarring Wrong-heads, 
who have, for theſe ſeveral Years, been 


running mad with envious Oppoſition, and 
in Purſuit after lewd Licentiouſneſs, un- 
cler the borrow'd Dreſs, and ſacred Name 


of Liberty ; and who have rais'd the moſt 
unhappy impolitie Diſturbances in DUP= 


port of its diſſolute Patron! 


Pa 


Court Favourites and Penſioners are of- 
ten noticed 'with an evil Eye, and it 1s 
by very Many — alledg'd, that 

they 


7, 
they are a Hurt and a Burden to a State j 
but it ought to be duly conſider d, that 
if a Favourite or Penfioner is deem'd dan- 
gerous on the Side of good Government 
and a virtuous Prince, ſuch an one muſt 
be infinitely more ſo on the Side of Faction 
and Male-contents; and is it not there- 
fore vilely inconſiſtent for the Latter to 
exclaim againſt the Former for what they 
themſelves openly and avowedly practiſe 
which they moſt evidently do in the In- 
{tance of depravd Wilkes, who is moſt 
ſignificantly their adored Minion and de- 
voted Penſioner, and who is (by looſe 
Principles and impoveriſhing Appetites) un- 
der a far more impulſive Influence to treſ- 
paſs the Rules of righteous Government 
than the other by moral Conduct is to 
infringe, or abridge the juſt Liberties of 
the People. | 
It 1s "Srofily abſurd, as well as often 
truly dangerous, to eſtimate highly of Men 
by their Vigour and Eagerneſs in oppoſing 
a Miniſtry. The beſt Miniſters have been 
frequently oppoſed by the worſt Men; 
even bad Miniſters have been oppoſed by 
Men as bad as themſelves; and the-worlſt 
K 2 of 


(30: } 


of Men have always cloathed their Op- 


poſition with the Cloak of public Good, 
with Tenderneſs and Compaſhon for the 
People, and a Zeal for relieving and abo- 


liſhing Taxes, and for ſecuring and in- 


creating their Liberty and Privileges : But 
Ambition, Avarice, and Revenge, which 


ſeldom or never own their true Names, 


generally chuſe that of Patriotiſm, 

John Duke of Burgundy, who was the 
Author of ſa much public Confuſion and 
Deſolation in France, ſet out with a Pre- 
tence of Zeal againſt Taxes: That Pretence 
gain'd him high Popularity, that Popula- 
rity enabled him to ruin France, which 
tor many Years he made a Scene of Blood 
and Miſery, It is needleſs to add, that 
tho' Patriotiſm fill'd his Mouth, yet nothing 
in Reality prompted him but flaming Am- 
bition, and Revenge againſt the Duke of 
Orleans for perſonal Indignities, who pro- 
bably was to him, what a certain unpo- 
pular Nobleman is now to our favourite 
Patriot, Mr Wilkes, and his faithful Ad- 
bern. 

Is the moſt righteous Adminiſtration 
ever free from Oppoſition, or the moſt 

var tuous 


C an 2 
virtuous Miniſters from Cenſure and Re- 
proach? It is to be wiſh'd they were, but 
cannot remember that ever they were. 
Cicero was baniſh'd his Country becauſe 
he ſaved it, and the worſt Man in Rome 
had- Popularity enough to ruin the beſt. 
Even Catiline was a ſtrenuous Oppoſer of 
Power, boldly charged the Government 
with Oppreſſion, aſſumed the Airs and 
Language of a Patriot# and expreſſed great 
Zeal for Liberty; ſo did alſo his execrable 
Gang and Followers, they were all Oppo- 
ſers, had their Bill of Rights and Articles 
of Grievances, all Patriots, and in their 
Country's Cauſe, they were all, without 
Doubt, Wilkes and Liberty to a Man. 
As to the Diſtinction between a Court- 
Party and a Country-Party, tis a Diſtinc- 
tion as old as Men and Government, and 
will laſt as long; and as there are cer- 
tainly Men who love their Country, there 
are certainly others, whoſe Concern for 
the Public begins from themſelves, and 
their Country is always in Danger when 
they are neglected. 
I would by no Means aſſert, or even 
ſuggeſt, that public Spirit ariſes from pri- 
vate 
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vate Pique, or any idle narrow Paſſion; 
but I will venture to ſay, and am fully 
aſſured, that private Paſſion often and 
loudly calls itſelf public Spirit; and that 
very ſelfiſh, very wicked, and very fooliſh 
Men call themfelves Patriots, and tra- 
duce others, infinitely better and wiſer 
than themſelves, as Enemies to their Coun- 
try. I doubt not but ſome oppoſe a juſt 
Adminiſtration from good Motives and a 
well- meant Intention; but I will venture 
to ſay again, that many others coneur 
with them upon low and contemptible In- 
ducements, and with a View to their own 
Intereſt only, Patriots for themſelves, and 
public-fpirited for private pernicious Ends. 
General Complaints againſt public Miſ- 
management and Male-adminiſtration are 
eaſily made, and therefore very common 
even 1n the beſt of Times. The Earl of 
Godolphin,* that good and virtuous Mi- 
miſter, was charged with not having ac- 


counted to the Public for above thirty- 


five Millions of public Money, tho' by 

| the 

Lord Treaſurer in the Reign of glorious patriotie 

King William the Third, whoſe Reign for Patty-rage was 
much fimilar to the preſent, 


= DW 


the public Accounts it ſatisfactorily and 
manifeſtly appeared that he had fairly 
applied every Shilling ; yet ſuch was the 
Bitterneſs and Diſhoneſty of Party and his 
Enemies, that he was branded to the Na- 
tion in a Vote of the Houſe of Commons 
with the above falſe and monſtrous Ca- 
lumny, which at leaſt for a While was by 
the greateſt Part of the Nation believed, 
as a Proof of the notorious Injuſtice, as 
well as the blind Credulity of Party, Yet 
theſe his Enemies ſet up for reſcuing their 
Country from Ruin and Miſrule, and had 
raiſed a Cry that the Nation and the Church 
were ſinking, that the former Miniſtry 
had been Corrupters of the Legiſlature, 
Betrayers of their Truſt, and Enemies to 
their Country ; that they were odious to 
God and Man, and Heaven and Earth 
had conſpired to overthrow them, that 
Room might be made for their Oppoſers, 
who had no View but to purify and fave, 
Long before this, the ſame Party, in 
order to blacken the Government of good 
King William, accuſed the Earl of Rane- 
laugh, Paymaſter of the Army, &c. of 
having miſapplied twenty-one Millions. 
I; 
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It was confidently ſaid that ſome Millions 
of that Money had been ſent to Holland, 
great Sums given to the Favourites, and 
greater to bribe Members of Parliament. 
Vet to the Shame, tho' not to the Silence 
of Party, he accounted fairly for the Ap- 
plication of the Whole. His great Em- 
ployment was his greateſt Guilt; he loſt 
that Employment, and a virtuous and 
eloquent Patriot condeſcended to take one 
Half of it, tho' he was wont to declare, 
that Places and Integrity were inconſiſtent 
Things. | 

Party has neither Honour nor Mercy, elfe 
general Charges againſt Miniſters would 
not thus be made at Random; but it is 
uſual for Male-contents to rail at the Times, 
and at Miniſters as the Authors of ſuch 
Times. In the Mouth of every Man who 
has taken Offence at the Government the 
Nation is ruin'd ; and this is the Style 
of all ſach Men at all Times; and when- 
ever they are unreaſonably out of Hu- 
mour, the Community muſt be thrown 
into Diſturbance, and the Multitude who 
believes their Diſguſt to proceed from a 


hearty Zeal for the Public, never fail to 
applaud 
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applaud and cry them up for true and 
diſintereſted Patriots. | 
Did Lord Chancellor Sommers, did Lord 
Treafurer Godolphin, with all their Vir- 
tues and Abilities, with all their public 
Spirit, with all the Integrity and Succeſs 
of their Adminiſtration, eſcape Reproach 
and Oppoſition ? So far otherwiſe, that 
they were moſt virulently aſſaulted and 
vilified, one of them impeached, both of 
them expoſed f! in Libels to the Mob, and 
forced to retire ; but afterwards when 
Faction ſubſided, and Truth and Reaſon 
prevail'd, their Characters were highly re- 
verd, and their Enemies were juſtly con- 
temned and deſpiſed in their Turn, and who 
will ever appear mean and vile in the Eyes 
of Poſterity : Yet they were popular in their 
Day, had Weight with the People, and they 
were thought the Aſſertors of Patriotiſm. 
Io affirm Miniſters guilty without Proof, 
is a Proof of Malice, and any other Proof 
. than this has not been given * the 


preſent Miniſtry.“ 
F What 


Such is the preſent baſe Partiality and unhappy Pre- 
valency of Party- ſpirit, that Dr Muſgrave's Letter of 
Hear - ſays has been receiv'd by the Populace as a Narra- 
tive of Facts: Thus it is that popular Injuſtice ſo very 
much prevails, 
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What Danger have we to apprehend 
Liberty in from the Characters of thoſe 
employed in the Adminiſtration ? I fee 
them countenance no flaviſh Principles; 
I ſee them engaged in no deſperate Mea- 
ſures; I ſee them ſuppported by Men of 
as great Probity and Fortune, of as great 
Abilities and Independency as any in the 
three Kingdoms, Men as remarkable for 
their Liberty and Conſtitution, Men who 
abhor Slavery and all the Ways of it, 
and would ſcorn to be Slaves, or to ſuffer 
others to be ſo, and are therefore good 
Patriots, in Spite of Slander and all Sug- 
geſtions to the contrary. Nor is any Man 
leſs a Patriot for keeping an Employment 
in a Miniſtry which he approves, than he 
who diſlikes the Miniſtry becauſe he has 
not an Employment, of which Sort I am 
perſuaded, there are a great many at this 
Day, and to whom our preſent and paſt 
Diſquiet is moſtly to be imputed. Nei- 
ther can any Thing more ſhew the Paſſion 
and Partiality of any Man whomſoever, 
than to believe and ſaggeſt what we hear 
"br often ſuggeſted, that all Places are infec- 
tious, all Place-men criminal. Can Go- 


Tzernment exiſt without Places, and Men 
cox 
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to fill them? Or do Men ever reaſon thus 
but in their Anger? Or do they ever rea- 
ſon thus when they and their Friends are 
in Place? It is therefore very great Rude- 
neſs and Calumny, and a Sort of Phrenſy, 
thus to traduce Men in Place becauſe they 
are in Place. Tho' ſuch Calumny may be 
principally intended for one Man, it is 
in Effect thrown at every Man who con. 
curs with him in his Meaſures, fince if 
he and his. Meaſures be wicked, ſo are 
they who concur with him in them, as 
many of the beſt Men and greateſt Sub- 
Jets do. Let it therefore be confidered 
how extenſive and daring ſuch Calumny is. 
The Liberty of the. Preſs is undoubt- 
edly a very valuable Privilege, but it is 
as certain, that the Abuſe or evil Uſe of 
this Liberty is the Source of much Diſ- 
order and Calamity to this Nation; par- 
ticularly that licentious miſchievous Free- 
dom which is to be met with in the daily 
and weekly Publications or News- papers, 
which in general are the very Conduits 
and Channels of Falſhood, Detraction, and 
Party-malevolence; and indeed, ſome of 
the Publiſhers of which are fo wickedly 
12 on 
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on the Side of Faction, that they coun- 
tenance and inſert whatever is molt likely 
to ſupport and promote Sedition, by which 
Means the Multitude are incenſed, and 
the Number of their Readers increaſed ; 
and thus for the Sake of private Advan- 
tage, they keep alive Contention, and do 
unſpeakable Injury to the Community : 
Yet theſe ſeditious Publiſhers have the 
ſhameleſs Impudence to inſinuate them- 
ſelves to be the Friends of Liberty and 
Public- concord! 

Faction is a deſtructive political Diſeaſe, 
peculiarly frequent in this reſtleſs fluctua- 
ting Iſland, brought on by the Prevalency 
of the worſt Paſſions, heightened and pro- 
pagated by ſiniſter malevolent Party-wri- 
ters; and which is productive of the grea- 
teſt Evils that can befal a State; and even 
the leaſt Evil which attends Sedition, is 
that of diſturbing and carrying off the 
Attention of the Senate from purſuing ſuch 
Meaſures, and making ſuch Inſtitutions, 
as are moſt requiſite for the Safety and 
Well-being of the Nation. 

One particular Conſideration ſhould ac- 
company all the Actions of Men, namely, 

that 
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that they be moral; eſpecially where ſuch 
Actions affect others; more eſpecially if 
they affect many; above all, if they affect 
Society in general. And as all Writings 
which are addreſſed to the Public do ſo, 
it is greatly incumbent upon the Writers, 
and their Duty as honeſt Men, and good 
Citizens, to take ſtrict Care that what 
they write be juſt and fair, as well as 
uſeful and important. This is the Pur- 
poſe, this is the Morality of Writing, and 
all Men of good. Minds will religiouſly 
obſerve it; if they do not, they are moſt 
certainly no Patriots, This Rule, which 
muſt be allow'd a good one, is too little 
regarded, commonly quite neglected, or 
baſely violated, as in numerous Inſtances, 
but particularly in Mr Wilkes's North- 
Briton, which, inſtead of doing Public- 
good, 1s vilely calculated to inflame and 
rouſe the Paſhons, create Enmity, miſre- 
preſent and ſcurrilize Men, falſify Things, 

and do popular Injuſtice and Miſchief. 
What elſe is the Reaſon that low and 
ignorant Writers are generally abuſeful, 
but that they want Matter and Manners ? 
Beſides, the Road of Abuſe is ſo common, 
and 
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and ſo eaſy, that it requires no Genius, 


or any one good Quality or Accompliſh- 
ment to purſue it. Any Creature that can 


ſpeak, can lye and call Names; and the 
loweſt, the moſt fooliſh, and moſt vicious 
of our Race, excel moſt in it. 

The Morality of Writing ought to be 
conſidered and attended to by all who 
write, in whatſoever they write, that their 
Writings be true, candid and uſeful; that 
they treat others benevolently, and that 
for every Propoſition which they advance, 
and every Concluſion or Character which 
they draw, they can anſwer to God, to 
the World, and to their own Conſcience, 
If this reaſonable Rule, of the Morality 
of Writings, were obſerved, how much 
Good would it do, how much Evil pre- 
vent? It would certainly bring great Quiet 
to the Public, and to Particulars, and 
greatly promote Peace, Charity, and Ho- 
neſty. Nothing can be more diſhoneſt, 
or more cowardly, than for a Man to fit 
fafely and covertly in his Cloſet, and from 
thence, as from a Citadel, aſſault the ten- 
der Characters of Men with vile Slander 
and Aſperſions, whether he doth it by 

De- 
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Deſcriptions,, Innuendoes, - falſe Parallels, 
or any other Way, The World is prone 
to cenſure, and to believe Evil of the beſt 
and moſt innocent of Men, whenever it 
is charged upon them by the worſt ; and 
he muſt be the wickedeſt of all Creatures, 
who ſcatters Reproaches to hurt the Harm- 
leſs, and charges any Man whomſoever 
with any unjuſt Imputations whatſoever. It 
is {till an Aggravation of ſuch Wickedneſs, 
when by it public Uproar and Diſcon- 
tents. are raiſed, and the People are in- 
flamed and terrified by a Torrent of Slan- 
der and Calumnies caft upon their Go- 
vernors,—7True Patriotiſm abhors all this, 
and were it attended. to, would cure it. 

There is a virtuous Rectitude in the 
Mind of every honeſt Man, a Love of 
Fuſtice and Truth, and an Abhorrence of 
whatever 1s unrighteous and untrue. And 
the ſame Honeſty of Heart which deter- 
mines a Man to be juſt in his private 
Dealings, will influence and direct his 
public Conduct, and he will be full as 
tender of injuring the Character and miſ- 
repreſenting of public Men as thoſe of his 
private Neighbours, — A ſtrict Attachment 


to 
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to this equitable Rule, would make us the 
happieſt and moſt potent People upon 
Earth; whereas the preſent wicked Viola- 
tion of it, renders us weak, vexatious, and 
contemptible. | 

Had Mr Wilkes and his hot Adherents, 
been the well-paid grateful Penſioners of 
France, they could not have acted more 
for its Intereſt, better ſuited its Policy, 
or done any Thing which could ſo much 
pleaſe its Malignity, as the Diſunion they 
have brought about, and the fierce Com- 
buſtion they have raiſed in this too caſily 
inflamed Nation. 

It was undoubtedly a ſhrewd and ſubtle 
Reſentment of the French, to caſhier and 
exile a Scotch Officer in their Service, for 
challenging to fight Mr Wilkes in a Duel, 
when at Paris. The great Care they took 
to preſerve ſo valuable a Life, evinces the 
profound Regard they had for him ; and 
no leſs proves, that the French have, to 
an extenſive Degree, the Gift of political 
Preſcience, ſo as to have foreſeen his Re- 
turn to his native Country, and the un- 
happy Confuſion he would put it into 


upon his Arrival. 
As 
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As the French had a political Tender- 
neſs for Mr Wilkes's Preſervation, ſo it 
muſt be owned, that he has not been un- 
grateful to them ; for he has done every 
Thing for their Intereſt againſt the Intereſt 
of his Country ; and the French, I dare 
ſay, are ſo ſenfible of this, that if ever 
he is under a Neceſſity to leave Britain, 
Paris will be to him a City of Refuge, 
and the whole Kingdom a ſafe and ſecure 
Aſylum. 

In what 1s advanced, I would by no 
Means have it underſtood, as if I meant 
that all who are influenced on the Side 
of Wilkes and his Abettors, are the Ef- 
pouſers of Faction, far from it; I am tho- 
roughly ſenſible that many, very many, 
worthy Men and ſincere Lovers of their 
Country, are led into Oppoſition and 
injurious Conceptions of the Government, 
through the baſe Artifice, falſe Colourings, 
and foul Miſrepreſentations of crafty, ſi- 
niſter Male- contents. We often find Per- 
ſons of Integrity without any great Share 
of Penetration in Party- affairs; but what 
is incomparably worſe, and Matter of De- 
teſtation, we much oftener find Men of 
G deep 
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deep Subtlety and Penetration deſtitute of 
Integrity; and it is not to be wonder'd 
at, if the Latter, in many Caſes, impoſe 
upon, cajole, and miſlead the Former, by 
making them the Tools of their own pri- 
vate Intereſt, under the ſpecious Pretext of 
ſupporting the Intereſt and Liberties of 
the Public: This is ſurely the moſt ob- 
vious Reaſon why we meet with good Men 
engaged in a bad Cauſe; yet tis not ſo 
eaſily to account, why we ſometimes find 
very worthleſs Men eſpouſing a good one; 
however the Caſe is undoubtedly fact in 
both Reſpects; and the Unhappineſs of 
the Matter 1s, that as good Men give 
Weight and Sanction to a bad Cauſe, ſo 
evil Men detract from and caſt a Shade 
of Diſgrace on a truly good one; and 
withal we may venture to conclude, that 
a real virtuous Man will never be con- 
cern'd in Meaſures hurtful to his Country 
but from an Error of Judgment, and that 
a vicious Man will never pay any Regard 
to general Welfare but from a ſelfiſh mer- 
cenary Conſideration, and who at all Times 

will be ready to reverſe a good Action when 
it beſt ſuits his particular Intereſt to do ſo. 

| Peace 
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Peace and Unanimity are the moſt ſa- 
lutary invigorating Bleſſings of a State, 
and what all judicious good Men and true 
Patriots will zealouſly endeavour to pre- 
ſerve and cultivate; and what none bur 
falſe Patriots, and ſeditious ſiniſter Incen- 
diaries will offer to debilitate or pervert. 

The Romans, when under their beſt and 
freeſt Government, were extremely jealous 
of, and even made it puniſhable for any 
one to engroſs the People's Affection, by 
making fair and florid Pretences of their 
Care and Concern for the public Good; 
allowing virtuous, noble, heroic Actions 
only, to be the legal Meaſures of obtain- 
ing public Honour and Eſteem ; and whulſt 
this very wiſe Edict exiſted, the Romans 
were unanimous, happy, and victorious ; 
but when it ceaſed, aſſuming Impudence 
and audacious Pretence took the Lead of 
real Merit; and then it was, that a wick- 
ed Catiline, by uttering Calumny on one 
Hand, and expreſſing an uncommon. Re- 
gard for his Country on the other, did 
ingratiate himſelf into the Favour of the 
Populace, and thereby raiſed a power- 
ful Faction, which threatened a Change 
| G 2 of 


( 46) 

of Government : And now it is, that a 
baneful Wilkes and his Abettors, have by 
the very ſame Means, enſnared the Multi- 
tude, and involved their Country in Riots, 

Animoſities, and Faction. 
A good and rightful Sovereign has not 
only a juſt Claim to the Allegiance of his 
People, but the beſt Title to their Affec- 
tions, and whoever by baſe Means, and 
for vile Purpoſes ſeek ro ſupplant or rival 
him in theſe, are the worſt Sort of Trai- 
tors; ſeeing no Monarch can be ſaid to 
reign either happily or ſafely who has not 
the Love of his Subjects. As the King has 
far greater Intereſt in the Happineſs and 
Proſperity of his People than any other 
Individual, he therefore may be well al- 
low'd to have the higheſt and moſt diſ- 
tinguiſh'd Regard and Solicitude for their 
Welfare; for, indeed, not any Thing can 
be more manifeſt, than that his own true 
Dignity and Felicity are ſtrictly connected 
with that of his Subjects Welfare; ſo that 
he only can be juſtly term'd a happy Prince 
who governs a virtuous and a happy People, 
and to which End, a wiſe and good Prince 
will ever exert his utmoſt Efforts to make 
them 
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them ſuch; and his Subjects on their Part, 
ought with Alacrity to yield a peaceful 
Obedience to that regal Authority with 
which he is inveſted, and to ſtrengthen 
his Hands by their Unanimity in the Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice, and in protecting them 
from foreign and domeſtic Enemies. 

That the Hiſtories of our own and o- 
ther Nations have innumerable Inſtances of 
Princes abuſing their Power, and of their 
acting horribly inconſiſtent with their own 
and their Subjects Happineſs, muſt be grant- 
ed; but Thanks be to God, our Cale is 
happily otherwiſe in that Reſpect, we hav- 
ing a Prince truly virtuous, truly patriotic, 
and endow'd with every fit Diſpoſition to 
make us a happy, proſperous, and a pow- 
erful People; but alas! our Wantonneſs 
of Temper, our envious, ambitious, and 
impetuous Paſſions ſerve to enrage, diſ- 
unite, and miſlead us; ſo that his Hands 
are, as it were, fetter d and enfeebled by 
Faction; and every anxious Propenſity to 
promote our common Welfare, oppoſed and 
diſcouraged. In this we are profoundly 
injurious to ourſelves, and cruel to our 


Prince, whoſe Crown we have been deck- 
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ing with Thorns ever ſince his Acceſſion, 
and have made his Throne much more the 
elevated Seat of ſable Concern and Diſquie- 
tude, than that of imperial Satisfaction and 
Complacency. 

How is it poſſible for a Prince, even of 
the moſt extenſive Goodneſs and ſingular 
Penetration, to ſatisfy his People in the 
chuſing of his Miniſtry, whilſt thoſe who 
are not, and ought not, to be admitted 
into the Adminiſtration, become Male- 
contents becauſe they are not admitted ; 
and who by falſe Colourings and infidious 
Repreſentations practiſe upon the Multi- 
tude, and make them highly diſcontented 
with their Governors becauſe they are not 
of the Number, or becauſe they are not 
in Places ſuitable to their Ambition or 
Avarice? O ye credulous and ſeduced 
Many ! if you would enjoy true and 
permanent LIBERTY, freely exerciſe your 
rational Powers, and think, and rea- 
ſon, and judge for yourſelves, that you 
may be enabled to make a juſter Eſti- 
mate of Men and Meaſures ; and that 
you may in Duty and Tenderneſs to the 
beſt of Princes, and in Commiſeration to 

your- 
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yourſelves and your unhappily divided 
Country, be no longer deluded and im- 
poſed upon by falſe aſſuming Patriots, 
who under the plauſible Pretence of ſe- 
curing to you Liberties which are 1a no 
Danger, (and which they are groſsly a- 
buſing) make you the Dupes of their ſini- 
ſter Deſigns, as well as the Tools of their 
partial perſonal Reſentment, by which 
Means they embarraſs the Nation in tu- 
multuous Factions, and bring you under 
the worſt Sort of Vaſlalage, I mean, that 
of ſubjecting yourſelves to be led by their 
fallacious Dictates, and of being under 
(by their Influence) the Dominion of un- 
ſocial, irritating, deſtructive Paſſions. 

By our unremitting national Strife, how 
much do we exhilarate our Foes, depreſs 
our Friends, prejudice our common Inte- 
reſt, and aggrieve our truly GRACIOUS 
SOVEREIGN ? A Prince who merits our 
moſt faithful and pacific Allegiance, and 
whoſe Sentiments cannot but have the 
ſtricteſt Concurrence with thoſe of ſage 
T1iGRANEsS, King of Armenia, of whom 
it is ſaid, that upon the Day of his Co- 
ronation he took the regal Diadem in his 

| Hand, 
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Hand, and looking a long While atten- 
tentively upon it, at length he diſcloſed 
his Thoughts in theſe pathetical Expreſ- 
ſions: Thou Noz LE rather than Hayey 
Ornament! did Men but conſider what 
* numerous Briers are intermixed with thy 
* radiant Jewels, and reflect upon thoſe 
Cares and Anxieties which are thy indiſ- 
* penſable Concomitants, if they ſaw thee 
* lying beneath their Feet, they would 
not ſo much as take thee up.” | 

I ſhall make free to aſſert, that the ſole 
Cauſe of our political Evils, and other a- 
voidable Infelicities, is our not ſufficiently 
attending to, or not exerting of our moral 
directive Powers; and thus it 1s, that we 
are the Contemners of divine Legiſlation, 
the Violators of the Laws, and Abuſers of 
the Privileges, of the beſt conſtructed and 
moſt lenitive Government upon Earth ; 
and thus it is, that we are querelous, 
diſſatisfied, ungrateful Subjects to the beſt 
diſpoſed, and moſt benign of Princes. 

King William of glorious and ever to 
be revered Memory, the great RESTORER 
of our religious and civil Liberties, and 


the common Friend of Liberty throughout 
Europe, 
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Europe, how grievouſly was his Reign &if- 
turb'd, and his Royal Breaſt afflicted with 
rageous OePos1TION? which was ſo mon- 
ſtrouſly ungrateful, and ſo cruelly ſanguine, 
as more than once to attempt Regicide; 
the which OyeosIT1o0N, if it had fully 
ſucceeded, inſtead of a Proteſtant Prince 
of the illuſtrious Houſe of BRUNsWiCk, 
we ſhould have had a Popiſh Prince to 
reign and rule over us; and very poſſibly, 
have become thereby, the contemptible De- 
pendents of a faithleſs, enſlaving, neigh- 


bouring Monarchy. 
This great and good Prince, in his laſt 


Speech to his People in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, gave them the following paternal, 
conciliating, and truly patriotic Admonition, 
which at all Times ought far more to be 
attended to than any Thing that has been 
faid by ſeditious Wilkes and his litigious 
Coadjutors ; and with which I ſhall con- 
clude, and leave the Multitude to judge, 
whether the candid ſalutary Advice of the 
beſt of Kings, or the pernicious irritating 
Declamation of the worſt of Subjects, is to 
be followed, and ſtrictly adhered to. 
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« Let me conjure you to diſappoint the 
* Hopes of our Enemies by your Uxani- 
** MITY., I have ſhewn, and will always 
* ſhew, how defirous I am to be the com- 
„mon Father of all my People; do you 
in like Manner lay afide Parties, and Di- 
«© yifions ; let there be no other Diſtinction 
* heard of among us for the Future, but 
* of thoſe who are for the Proteſtant Re- 
* ligion and the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
* of thoſe who mean a Popiſh Prince and 
* a French Government,” 
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Af P. 3, I. 16, for divide it, ad divide the Nation 


